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BRIEF REPLY 
To the Editors of the Rhode-Island Religivus Messen- 
ger, and to Z. Y. X. 

There appears to. have been some unpleasant 
feelings excited with the Editors of the Messenger, 
by the remarks which appeared in this paper of the 
94th ult. containing what we supposed, and still 
have reason to think, was the cause of their reject- 
ing a communication which was presented to them 
in reply to Veritas. They tell us, that hed it ap- 
peared without the name of Mr. Bacheler, it would 
have been inserted, &e, 

The writer was apprized that using the name of 
Mr. B. was ene objection, and was also informed by 
the gentlemen to whom they allude, that they like- 
wise objected to it because they thonght it would 
probably lead to a controversy. Had it not been for 
this last objection, it would doubtless have been of- 
fered to them again, They did, indeed, inform my 
friends that Mr. B. was not the author of the piece 
to which mine was a reply, although he presented 
it: But they did not give up the name of any one 
else, as responsible for what the communication con- 
tained. One of the printers, however, afterwards 
had the frankness to give up the name of Mr. Pren- 
tice, as having engaged to be responsible for the 
contents of the piece: This was the reason why the 
name of Mr. B. was erased, and that of Mr. P. inser- 
ted. These Editors, therefore, might have procu- 
red the erasure of Mr. B’s name, and all that related 
to him, had they been so frank as to inform ts that 
Mr. Prentice was the responsible person. This we 
think was their duty. to have done, or to have admit- 
ted my reply, since they had inserted a communica- 
tion containing personalities, and also a charge of in- 
fidelity. Having offered this explanation in reply 
to the Editors, 1 pass to consider a few particulars 
contained in the communication of Z. Y. X. 

In the catalogue wherein he professedly sums up 
the contents of my former remarks, there is but one 
item which I shall here notice ; namely, that of my 


* contradicting in one communication what I had ad- 


mitted in another. This charge strongly indicates a 
disposition to deceive the publick, by giving a col- 
ouring to my statemerits which is not warranted by 
facts. My first and second statements are not st va 
riance. I first stated—J¢ is doubtless true that he (Mr. 
P.) was exercised with fears that he might suffer for a 
time tn the future state. The second statement is as 
follows :—“ We have omitted to offer any remarks 
upon what Mr. P. bas said of the excruciating dis- 





tress of mind, under which Mr. F. is represented as 
labouring, in view of a future state, because we 
shall be able to furnish the publick with the testimo- 
ny of his own family to the contrary, in our next.” 
Now, if the simple admission that he was exercised 
with fears, means, by any fair construction of lan- 
guage, that he was in excruciating distress of mind, 
then Z. Y. X. is correct in the representation which 
he gives; but if not, the publick is left to judge of 
the motives which actuated this writer. 

We admitted that he was exercised with fears, 
solely upon the authority of a letter from Mr. Daniel 
Field, addressed to Br. S. W. Wheeler, and which 
will be noticed in its place. 

In order to prove that the late Mr. Joseph Field 
did renounce Universalism in his last sickness, sev- 
etal witnesses have been suborned; the first of 
which, is Mr. Oliver W. Field, son of the deceased : 
But his testimony contains no evidence to support 
the desired end, whatever, though the writer, who 
like a drowning man, catching at a straw, endeavours 
by a tortured application to give it such a colouring 
as to favour his original design. 

The next witness, who the write is careful to in- 
form his readers isa member of the Methodist church, 
probably with a view to give some importance to her 
testimony, is the daughter of the deceased : But the 
story she is made to tell, contains neither declaration 
nor evidence that any change had been effected in 
his sentiments. What is worthy of notice, is, that 
she was not the writer of what purports to be her 
evidence, it being all previously prepared by the 
abettors of this famous story, and then the girl con- 
culted to know whether it was true. But admitting 
every syllable te be strictly true, it contains no evi- 
dence of a recantation. 

The testimony of Daniel Field, Esq. contains 
evidence of his having been distressed in mind :— 
This, so far as respected some fears of a future lim- 
ited suffering, was before admitted by us, in conse- 
quence ofa letter from that gentleman. The clo- 
sing part of that testimony, which makes the deceas- 
ed to say that “on things of a future state he fully 
agreed” with Rev. Mr. Wilson, we are unable to ac- 
count for, except in one or the other of the follow- 
ing ways. We are informed that Mr. Daniel Field 
is hard of hearing ; and it is well known that his 
brother, during his illness, was greatly afflicted with 
soreness of the throat and hoarseness, which render- 
ed articulation extremely difficult and indistinct : 
Or, admitting that he did correctly understand him, 
might not Mr. J. Field reasonably suppose that Rev. 
Mr. W. admitted that future punishment wouJd be 
limited, from a knowledge of the many encomiums 
which he had bestowed upon Mr. Winchester, and 
his having recommended the reading of Mr. Win- 
chester’s Lectures to his own people ? 

The testimony of this witness represents his broth- 
er as saying that he had deceived. This declaration, 


2 at the end of the year.— 


was net‘er made by her husband. 

The statement of Mr. William Ficld is pointed, 
plain and positive: And had it not been as plainly 
and positively denied by Mr. J. Field previous to his 
death, no conflicting opinions would have existed 
upon this subject: But as his declarations were de- 
nied by the deceased, we feel ourselves bound to 
give the publick the testimony of others. 

It will be recollected that after Mr. Wm. Field had 
stated in a conference meeting that his uncle, Mr. J. 
Field, had renounced the fait’ of Universal restora- 
tion, that the deceased informed the writer of this 
article that he had not renounced the doctrine, but 
still believed it ; and that he had never expressed or 
implied, either directly or indirectly, to any person, 
that the least change had taken place in his views : 
That the Widow also informed the writer on the 
morning after his death, that on the day of his death 
he told her that his views remained the same, that 
no change had taken place on that subject. 

We shall now present our readers with the follow- 
ing certificate, which will throw still further light 
upon this subject : 

« This certifies, that in a conversation with an ow 
sister of Mr. J. Field, June 1st, seven days after his 
decease, she said that she informed her brother some 
days previous to his death, that Mr. William Field 
had stated in a Methodist conference, that he had 
renounced the faith of Universalism, and inquired of 
him if it was true ; his reply was, “No; and Iam 
astonished that William should state any such thing ; 
if I could see him I would convince him to the con- 
trary :” This same sister stated to me that she had 
every reason to believe he died firm in the sentiments 
he had professed 30 or 40 years. I further testify, 
that on the morning after the death of Mr. Field, I 
inquited of Mr. Oliver W. Field (a son of Mr. J. 
Field) if the stories were true respecting his father’s 
renouncing his sentiments, or being in great distress 
of mind in view of his future state : At the same time 
observing to him that all the opinions in the world 
could not alter the truth of divine revelation. His 
reply was, that he knew nothing about it, nor did 
he believe it was so. 

SAMUEL W. WHEELER.” 

What shall we now say to these things—Would 
it not be a most strange and unaccountable circum- 
stance, that a man just upon the brink of eternity, 
with death staring him directly in the face, should 
renounce his faith, and then give me the most posi- 
tive assurance, in the presence of several witnesses, 
that he had not renounced it, but still believed the 
same doctrine ?! Would it not be equally strange 
that he should tell his Wife that no change had tak- 
en place in his views, and, that too, on the very day 
of his death, provided he had renounced his former 
faith?! And is it not equally, and more astonishing 
that, on being informed by his sister what Mr. Wm. 
Field had stated in a conference, he should express 
his astonishment at the report, and deny it in toto, 
provided it were true ?! Is it not more rational to 





suppose that the honest seal of Mr. Wm. Field, cais- 














ed him*to receive an jmpression from the language 
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of his Uncle, which was not intended to be convey-| Universalist Convention of the state of New-York. W 


ed by the deceased ? Such, I confess, from all the 
circumstances attending the case, so far as they have 
come to my knowledge, is my honest conviction on 
this subject. 


I shall now notice three particulars in the remarks | 


of Z. Y. X. and submit the whole to the decision of 
publick opinion. And first, the writer attempts to 
justify the charge against me, of censuring Rev. Mr. 
W. for conversing with Mr. F. on the subject of 
his faith, because I used the word rallied: This he 
thinks was censuring Mr. W. Had this writer look- 
ed into Crabb’s Synonymes, page 380, he might 
have been informed that ral/ying is used in reproof, 
and that a man is rallied for his defects. And is this 
writer prepared to say that Rev. Mr. W. did not re- 
prove Mr. F. for what he considered the defects of his 
faith ? If so, he contradicts what Veritas before sta- 
ted: If Mr. W. did reprove him for what he thought 
a defect in his faith, then I have used the term in 
its most proper sense, and in a way which does not 
imply the least censure. 

Second, he tells us what he meant by the charge 
of infidelity, namely, that it is “ denying the expiato- 
ry sacrifite of Christ,” &c. This is surely a most 
miserable excuse for such a serious and wicked 
charge ; and it needs no remarks to justify the lan- 
guage which we before applied to it. 

Thurd, he adverts to a communication in the Tel- 
escope of May 27th, &c. 

As it was known to the publick before, that I did 


not conduct the editorial labours of the paper for 
some time previous to that date, and as I was not the 
author of the piece, no reasonable man will suppose 
me responsible for what it contains. In justice, how- 
ever, to the author, I am bound to say that the rep- 
resentation of Z. Y. X. isdisingenuous. The author 
can reply, if he thinks the attack is worthy of his 


notice. Ihave now done with the communicatien 
of Z. ¥. X. One important object in writing upen 
this unpleasant subject, has been to vindicate the 
character of the deceased, who cannot speak for 
himself, from the charge of dishonesty and falsehood, 
which the testimony of some of his relatives and pro- 
fessed friends so pointedly embraced. If the evi- 
dence which I have now given to the publick should 
exonerate the deceased from the stain of such a 
charge, I shall feel an ample reward for what I have 
done. 

In closing, I beg leave to remark, that should ten 
thousand men renounce the faith of universal salva- 
tion, believe in the doctrine of endless and unmerci- 
ful suffering, and become victims of the keenest 
mental anguish, it would not militate in the least 
against the truth of tie doctrine ; but it would prove 
that a belief in endless punishment tended directly 
te render its possessor unspeakably wretched. 

} now bid this whole subject a final adieu, unless 
some new facts shall hereafter imperiously demand 
our further notice. D. PICKERING. 


INNOVATIONS. 
We copy this day the remarks of Br. Everett, 
Editor of the Buffalo Gospel Adyocate, inrela tion 





admire that independent decision which has always 
marked the character of that able Editor, in expo- 
sing not only the arts of outward enemies, but also 
of guarding against the corruptions of inward friends. 
The proceedings of that Convention were certain- 
ly extraordinary, and while they excite the won- 
der and contempt of every honest Universalist, it 
ought to be remembered that they were prompted 
by men who stand high in the ministerial order of 
our societies. What were there real intentions we 
do not profess to know, but one thing we do know, 
which is, that we shall not remain idle spectators of 
such unwarrantable innovations, and it ought to be 
borne in mind by every Universalist, that Abner 
Kneeland and N. Stacy were President and Secreta- 
ry of the first Convention in the United States, who 
ever attempted to impose restrictions upon candid- 
ates for the ministry, or to incorporate the duties of 
the Christian Religion with idle pomp and unmean- 
ing ceremonies. 

From a private source we rejoice to hear that the 
Western Association of Universalists, by far the 
most respectable body in the state of New-York, 
have since, by a large majority, rejected the above 
proceedings. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
Reflections in a Grave- Yard 
Beneath this little mound 
My earthly treasure sleeps, 
The silence, how profound— 
. The pit, how dark and deep ! 


And thou, whoe’er thou art— 
What kindred or what clime, 
With friends most dear must part, 

Perchance, as dear as mine. 


Then come with me and view, 
This cold and narrow bed— 

Where nightly falls the dew, 
O’er this unconscious head. 


How chill within the gloom 
This once elastic frame ! 

Man hastens to the tomb 
Full oft without a name. 


Then since this life’s a shade, 
A meteor blaze that’s gone ; 
And death his spoils have laid, 
And made the earth to mourn : 


O, let us look to Heav’n 

Where sorrows never come, 
Where pard’ning grace is giv’n— 

And Christ’s will have a home. 
Then fellow-trav’ler turn 

From this sad mortal state ; 
Le-ve cypress and the urn, 

For blessings on thee wait. 


Array’d in robes of light 
Our Saviour wears a crown : 
With garmeats pure and white, 
His fallen ones will own. 





It glitters from afur ; 
The brightest, richest gem 
Is mercy’s leading star. 
ETHELINDA. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. ,_ 

** Christiana” is received ‘and shal! appear soon. 
We should be glad to hear from our od correspond- 
ents, particularly A****. , 
fd 

SELECTIONS. 
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ORDINATION. 

On Tuesday evening, the 20th ultimo, in the 
First Universalist Church in New-York, Brother 
William Hagadorn was set apart to the work of the 
gospel ministry, by solemn and public ordination, by 
Brother Abner Kneeland, assisted by the Deacons 
of the said Church. Brother Hagadcrn is labouring 
at present to” general acceptance in the State of 
New-Jersey. 


FROM TAE GOSPEL ADVOCATE 
“ Utica Convocation” and * Universalist Convention.” 

We present our readers, on another p:ge, with an 
account of the proceedings of a Convocation of breth- 
ren at Utica, and the “Minutes and Circular Letter 
of the Univessalist Convention,” which convened st 
Madison on the second Wednesday of May last— 
With all proper deference to the superior wisdom 
and experience of the gentlemen who composed 
those assemblies, we shall make a few remarks cn 
the subjects proposed by them for the consideration 
of their lay brethren and others. 

It appears that ‘after much deliberation relative 
to the affairs of those sucieties in this section of 
country which profess faith in the ‘ cammon salvation,’ 
on the 17th of April ult. a circular letter signed by 
Messrs. Thompson, Lisher and Jones, was addressed 
to a number of brethren in the Ministry of Recon- 
ciliation,” &c. Now, we doubt not that our breth- 
ren above named are seriously impressed with the 
importance of doing something for the benefit of the 
societies in that section of country ; to say otherwise 
would be uncharitable. But, although their motives 
are acknowledged to have been good, yet they may 
have been mistaken. The three gentlemen who 
signed the circular letter, have never claimed infali- 
bility, and in doing what they supposed their duty, 
they may have erred. The question as to the expedi- 
ency of what they proposed was of the utmost import- 
ance to every believer in the state of New-York.—This 
fact being quite apparent, we would humbly inquire, 
to whom, or to how many was the circular letter sent ? 
Was it sent fo the laity ? No—it is not ‘known that 
any but the brethren in the ministry had the pleas- 
ure of perusing it until after the convocation bad as- 
sembled. Was it sent to all the ministers in the 
state ? No—it was not. We were among the num- 
ber who opposed the:measures which were a yeat 
since recommended by some of our brethren, and 
we honestly opposed the plan proposed, and why; 
we ask, was the thing done in.a corner? Did minis- 
tering brethren belonging to the Cayuga and Gene- 
see Associations, generally have the pleasure of pe- 
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rusing the letter calling the Convocation ? Ifse, why 
were some passed by and left without the important 
document ? ae 

But, admitting that all which has been done was 
well done, so far as relates to the Convocation, we 
would call the attention of the reader to the plan 
of Convention, as adopted. It was “* Resolved, That 
the following be, and hereby is sabstituted and adop- 
ted as the first article of the constitution. Article Ast. 
This Convention shall’ be composed exclusively of 
delegates, consisting of ordained ministers im good 
standing, to be chosen annually from each associa- 
tion, now existing, or which may hereafter be form- 
ed, within the state of New-York, or such other as- 
sociations as may wish to come under its jurisdic- 
tion, provided each Association have the privilege 
of sending fire delegates ; and five delegates, when 
duly assembled shall form a quorum to transact bu- 
siness.? The object of the Convocation was to re- 
commend some trprovement of the * plan” of the 
convention. What is the result? A wonderful im- 
provement indeed ! The objections which have been 
heretofore urged against the measures were raised 
on the ground that it was placing in the hands of 
the clergy or minisieving brethren too much power. 
The first article of the constitution was the objec- 
tionable one ; and it was objected to, on account of 
recognising none but ministers as members of the 
convention. Weil, how has it been improved ? An- 
swer.. As it was, the convention was to “ be com- 
posed exclusively of Delegates, consisting of two 
ritnisters to be chosen annually from each Associa- 
tion now existing, or which may hereafter be organ- 
ized,” &c. As it zs, in its improved shape, the con- 
vention is to be composed of Five ministers from 
each association, instead of two’ Do our brethren 
think that iis improvement will satisfy the minds 
of those who honestly objected to the plan for the 
above mentioned reasons? When their objections 
were solely on the ground that a convention compo- 


sed of two delegates chosen exclusively from among | 


the ministers of each respective association would 
be an injudicious investment of power in the hands 
of the clergy, is it believed that fire, clected in the 
sume manner and ExcLusivELY from among the or- 
dained ministers, will be an improvement of the 
“ Plan 2” When an honest and intelligent council 
of delegates have decidedly objected to a plan which 
effectually puts an almost unlimited power into the 
hands of a few ministers, will they be satistied with 
a plan which puts the same power—not only over 
the clergy but also over the laity, into the hands of 
a more numerous, and consequently more powerful and 
independent body of the clergy? Will the power to 
rule with a rod of iron be more harmless in the hand 
of a strong man than in the hand of-a weak child ? 
We do not say—God forbid we ever should—that 
it is the design of the projectors of the plan under 
consideration, to injure or oppress their. confiding 
brethren ; we speak of what may be the conse- 
quence hereafter. The time may come when a 
body composed cf ¢ five ministers from each associa- 
tion in the great state of New-York, would bea pow. 
erful—a very powerful body. ‘The time may come 
when such a convention might assume to dictate 





laws, not only to the respective associations under 
its jurisdiction, but also to the other powers that be : 
yea, the time may come (which God prevent, ) when 
the little creature, which is now so harmless and do- 
cile, may have horns ! 

But we would candidly ask, what is the object 
with the friends of this measure? The answer is— 
to have a more learned and move respectable minis- 
try—one which will compare with the clerical bod- 
ies of other denominations. If this be the object, we 
would ask which denomination shall be taken as the 
model ? Shall we attempt to cope with the’ episco- 
palians ? If so, let our ministering brethren begin im- 
mediately to rob the widows and fatherless, the poor 
and simple, of the means to furnish each universalist 
preacher witha surplice, and robes suited to the dig- 
nity of priests! Shall we imitate the presbyterians ? 
If so, let us forthwith begin to dictate the legislature 
of our state, institute a system ofshameful beggary, 
and found theological seminaries on the ruins of free- 
dom! Shall we imitate the Methodists ? If so, let us 
ut once remove, as they have done, all authority from 
the laity, and vest it in the hands of the clergy! If 
we would compare with either of the above named 
denominations, or any other ofthe same stamp, let us 
do as they have done—let us create a Pope and sell 
indulgencies—let us not be behind any of them !— 
But if we would imitate the great High Priest of our 
profession, let us doas he did ; let us, if we would be 
faithful and useful to our fellow-beings, rather than 
imitate the anti-christian practices of partial, proud 
and pompous priests, copy after the humble and un- 
assuming apostles of our compassionate Lords We 
are not opposed toa learned ministry—if God please 
to appoint such to proclaim his salvation ; and far 
be it from our hearts to desire to throw any obstacles 
in the way of our spiritual or temporal advancement 
—and God forbid that we should desire to take any 
thing from the respectability of our connexion ; but 
may Heaven shield us froma disposition to exalt our- 
selves above the meanest subject of the kingdom of 
our Saviour. If we would advance the interests of 
Zion, we must be humble. And, in the opinion of 
the humble writer of this article, if we would secure 
the prosperity of our cause, instead of striving to im- 
itate others, we shall be careful to depart from all 
the iniquities of those ecclesiastical courts which are 
removed from the hands of the laity, whose intelli- 
gence und integrity will decide on the merits of our 
labors ; whose discrimination will detect our errors 
and expose in due time our ignorance and our faults ; 
and their faithful bosoms are the proper repositories 
of all the records of our prosperity or adversity.— 
What has been done by the little phalanx which has 
constituted our ministry for the last half century ?— 
Have they been engaged in forming ecclesiastical 
tribunals ? Have they sought after the applause of 
men or the honors of the world ? Did the venerated 
Murray desire to have a convention of ministers so 
constituted as to form a court of appeal ? No: He 
laboured and suffered reproach for the good: of men 
here on earth, and when the dignity of the gospel 
was insulted he appealed to Heaven—and heaven 
shielded and protected him, causing the pleasure of 
the Lord to prosper in his hands! May God grant 


| us the spirit of Jesus, and enable us to be faithful 
‘unto death. 
| Having the utmost cofidence in the mode of gov- 
ernment heretofore adopted by our associations, and 
believing that any innovations at present would be 
detrimental to our prosperity as a body, we have 
been free to express our opinion relative to the plan 
adopted by the Convention. We mean no offence, 
and desire, if wrong, that some friend to the proposed 
plan will set us right. We can heartily unite with 
our worthy father Kneeland in his desires, as expres- 
sed in his well written Circular, for the prosperity of 
the cause of truth. The. cause has prospered here- 
tofore, our prospects are yet flattering, and may a 
merciful Creator keep us all as in the hollow of his 
hand, “holy and without blame before him in love.” 


FYROM THE WASHINGTON CITY GAZETTE. 
CURTAIN LECTURES. 
Ontario County, New-York. 

Mr Printen—Sir, I ama pennamite, who. having 
lived for many years on the disputed lands under 
the Connecticut claim, on the Tioga, sold out for the 
sake of peace and quietness, and came to settle 
where I now live. Where that is, particularly, 1 do 
not choose tomention : because, having had enough 
of quarrelling about land titles in Penns; lvania, 1 do 
not want to be exposed to any new quarrels at 
home. I could hold my own pretty well among the 
Connecticut settlers, but thut is more than Ican do 
now against our minister and my wife. So if you 
please, excuse me from affording any suspicion of 
being the author of this letter, which I write to lay 
before you my grievances ; and send it to you ata 
distance from my own home. 

I married, on the Tioga, about 8 years ago, the 
daughter of a*very honest old blue-stocking Scotch 
covenanter, and have now five fine children by her. 
She had a very religious education ; her father took 
great pains to make her repeat, once a week, the as- 
sembly’s catechism by heart ; and instructed her in 
whut be used to call the five points, as absolutely 
necessary to keep her out of the path of final dam- 
nation (he always used strong words.) What these 
five points are, I never could well make out, either 
from him or from her: but I acknowledge I pre- 
tended to understand all about the matter while L 
was courting her; for 1 greatly doubt whether 
Jenny would have married me, (and Lam sure her 
father would have forbidden me the house) if I had 
not agreed with the old man, that God Almighty 
from the very beginning, had foreordained nine 
tenths of his creatures of the human race to eternal 
punishment hereafter, not for any misdeeds of their 
own, but because Adam eat the apple which Eve 
gave him. I cannot well see why it should be so, 
but so it is I find and we must e‘en make the best of 
it; and bad’s the best of it, 1 am afraid, if this be the 
case. 

Religion is certainly a good thing, but I sometimes 
think (God forgive me) a man, or, in my case, [ 
should say, a woman, may have too much of it. 

Our Minster here, where I have now lived a year 
and a half, a godly man, the Rev. Mr. Micah Muck- 
lewhame, is a true gospel preacher; none of your 
dry dull drawdlers of moral discourses, but’ a sparit- 
string gospel herald ; none of your dumb dogs that , 
cannot bark, for you may hear him to the other side | 
of the creek, three quarters ofa mile off. He proves 
it as clear as day lignt, that all good works as they | 
are called,-are nothing more than sins in disguise, 
which Satan'tempts a man to perform, to lead him 
astray from the pure word of saivation by fuith. 
Faiti, he says, no bigger than a grain of mustard 
seed, is worth all the good works tia. were perform- 
ed by heathens and heathen christians from the ‘be- 
ginning of the world to the present day ; and-all these 
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geod works are only so many millstones about the 
tiecks of moralists to sink them deeper into the bot- 
tomless pit. Fot my part l own 1 cannot see why 
being a good husband, « good neighbour, and an 
honest man, should not be reckoned good heteafter 
as well as now.—I am sure some very staunch relig- 
ionists, burning and shining lights as our preacher 
calls them, are good-for-nothing sinners notwith- 
standing. Parson Mucklewhame says this is a great 
mystery, and I suppose it is so. There is my neigh- 
bour Solomon Swop, who, God-ward, is quite a saint, 
yet man-ward, is as we all know, rather twistical, 
and in making a bargain no one will trust a cent to 
his promise. The parson recommends him as the 
general executor to all the old men and old woman 
of the congregation who die off. 

Muchas the preacher cries out against good works. 
I must acknowledge he always excepts Caanrtr. 
Of all good works he says the greatest of all is charity. 
Charity, says he, giveth much, and is kind to all gus- 
pel ministers. Charity covereth a multitude of sins. 
He, therefore, strenuously recommends it as of equal 
efficacy with Faith. Charity, he explains to be, dis- 
pensing liberally of your worldly substance for the 
sulvation of souls ; andas the clergy best know what 
souls are worth saving, and in what patt ofthe world 
they reside, the clergy are the only proper distribu- 
tors of the contributidns made for this purpose. Par- 
son Mucklewhame says that God ftequires indispen- 
sibly, at least One tenth of every man’s clear and net 





income, however small that may be ; but as to those 
who are well doing in the world they will be ex- | 
pected to contribute a fourth or a third to the Lord’s 
work, which the minister will apply for that put- | 

ose'as he sees best ; for he is the p Baodl of all his 
hock, and God’s ageut by divine permission to dis- | 
pose of these workily gifls to the most godly purpose. ; 
tf you cannot give money, says he, give produce or 
labour ; set apatt a five or ten acre field and plant it 
with potatoes to feed the Lord’s children, and help 
to support those who feed you with spiritual food. 
Consistently with this plan he expects us to contribute 
in every way not only to his own support, (and any 
body may see by his looks he is no bad judge of good 
living) but to the support of missionaries and mission- 
sivy societies in all quarters of the world. He. seems 
to care little for the souls ( or bodies either) of the 
poor, the needv, the helpless, the ignorant, or the 
profligate in his own township, but his zeal is doub- 
led for every thousand miles the heathen who are to 
be converted live off. I will give you a few instan- 
cesofthe taxesI am compelled to pay for “ the 
Lord’s work” as he calls it. 

** Jenny, my dear, says I one day, I have torti my 
trowsers rolling a knotty pine log this morniug ; 
pray mend them for me.’ 

Jenny—“ Indeed John I cannot just now for dear 
Mr. Mucklewhame is just sending off some socks 
and coverings to be distributed among the Osage 
and Choctaw Indians ; and I must make haste and 
finish my proportion. The poor ignorant heathen 
you know, must not be neglected, and we must not 
offend Parson Mucklewhame.” 

I confcss I was somewhat vexed, and I replied 
tartly, “So I must go naked, that you may make 
soéks for Choctaw Indians, and breech clouts for 
draggled tailed squaws, must 1? 1 think you might 
be better employed in mending and making for me 
and the children.” 

Jenny—* Dear John, how can you bein such a 
yage at my promoting the good work of spreading 
gospel tidings among the savages ? Neither you or 
1 will miss it. As Mr, Mucklewhame says 
whatever you gire in this way islent to the Lord ! 
Cast your bread upon the waters, and you will find 
it again after many days. Dear good man, he made 
all our hearts ache last prayer meeting, in describing 
the miscrable Jot.of so many thousands of millions of 
poor wretches, who will all be doomed to eternal tor- 
ments in fire and brimestone, for want of having the 





spel preached to them.” 
ors ne L wish you would stay at home, and get 


e » 
my supper réady when Tteme in cold ant hungry 


from hard work, and wash the children’s faces before 
they go to bed, instead of gadding after Mr. Muck- 
lewhame three times a week till t.-1 or eleven o’clock 
atnight. 1 think women would be better employed 
in darning their stockings, and minding their family 
concerns, than crazing their shallow. brains with re- 
ligious controversies, or working for savages and hea- 
thens ten thousand miles off, rather than for theit 
husbands and children at home. Besides I wish you 
would not frequent parson Mucklewhame qtite so 
much. I think sometimes he looks at you ina way 
1 dont approve. It’s quite enough if J think youa 
pretty woman ; that’s my notion. I wish Mr. Muck- 
lewhame would not be quite so fond of female pray- 
er mectings and instructing pious young women.— 
Pray, how many Choctaws have been converted 
ret iad 

. Jenny.—** Why, there’s Won-pe-to-wa, or the 
Black Snake : then=—” 

John. —** Would to heaven the women would quit 
their liking to black snakes, .It was one of that 
tribe that flattered mother Eve, and literally played 
the deuce with usall. Pray whois going off with 
these ae 
Jenny.—** Why, Lhear our singing-master, Solo- 
mon Shuffle, means to go.” 

John.—* What, to teach the Choctaws Psalmody 
and sol fa? I thatik God, however, we shall be rid 
of what he calls singing in parts, and hermony and 
singing seconds and base. I would as soon listen to 
the harmony of a hog-stye. [have never relished a 
hymn since Solomon came among us.” 

Jenny. Solomon means to apply for a recom- 
mendation at Washington: and beside teaching 
chiirch music, he means to civilize the Indians by 
m.rrying some Indian young woman : he will get an 
Indian agency at least for th:s good deed.” , 

John.—1 confess 1 should like to see the mongre!s 
produced between Solomon Shuffle and an indian 
beauty, with high cheek bones, thick lips and a flat 
nose ; and to hear the music begotten by the old 
hundreth on an Indian warhoop ! Enough of this 
nonsense. Mind me Jenny, if you do not throw 
these socks aside, I'll burn them. If you stay out 
any more till eleven at night at parson Muckle- 
whame’s prayer meetings, he Shall find you in board 
and lodging, for 1 will not. 1 wish to be the master 
of my own family, and let Mr. Mucklewhamie attend 
to his Sunday’s preaching. One day in a week is 
all that the Bible requires, and 1 see no authority for 
his requiring more. Make haste and darn my trow- 
sers, d’ye hear ? What have you done with that fat 
hog I gave you to trade away for ear rings ?” 

denny:—* I have given u; the notion of ear rings. 
Mr. Mucklewhame says they are only links in the 
golden chain of female vanity—the Ccyil’s baits for 
the pride of life.” 

John.—* But what have you done with the bog ” 

dJenny—** | gave it as a contribution to make our 
parson perpetual member of the Congregationalist 
Missionary Society. He’s always engaged in some 
pious work.” 

John.—** It is somewhat like robbing you of your 
wits first and your money afterwards. But the hog 
was yours ; and I shall find no fauk.” 

**Jackey, why did’nt you give your sister one of 
those cents I gave you to buy candy ?” 

Juckey—** Parson Mucklewhame told mother we 
had better contribute to the Children’s Mite Society 
to convert the poor Indians in the middie of Ainca;: 
and said it should be laid up in heaven for us.” 

John—* Jenny, Jenny, do you too combine with 
parson!’ Mucklewhame to deprive your poor children 
of their ginger-bread money, under pretence of 
converting the hedthen? Can God Almighty ap- 
prove of such petty frauds as these ” 

Jenny—* Parson Mucklewhame said they ought to 
be accustomed early to dedicate their earnings to 
God’s service.” 

John.—* Well Jenny I'll shew you I can keep my 
temper at least as well as parson Mucklewhame. 





What made hirn so angry last Tuesday morning »” 
‘* His servant mangot a little tipsy, and 
stumbled with a basket full ef bottles of Madeira, 
which were half broken. . Poor Mrs. Mucklewhame, 
who is troubled with a sick stomach, will feel the 
loss very much. It was on her account he was so 
Soe * Well 1 mind me : let none of my hogs be 
turned into Madeira wine for the bencfit of parson (I 
should say Mrs.) Mucklewhame’s sick stomach, 
D’ve heat ?” 

Now, Mr. Printer, let me ask you—= 
Ast. had we not better ptovide necessaties and com- 
forts for our own families, before we contribute to 
Osage, Choctaw, or any other Indians, east or west ? 
Surely charity ought to begin at home 4 and our own 
families ought to be the fitst partakets. 

2d. Are there not sinners enough near at hand 
who need conversion ? Had not our Missionary par- 
sons bettct try their hand upon these befute they go 
ten thousand mites off ? 

34, How can-you explain the Assembily’s cate- 
| chism to a person whose language you know not, 
; and who never can learn yours’ My head is not 
; very good, and that is the reason I suppose I could 
| never comptehend it yet. 

4th. How can you explain to a Savage, a Mussel. 
' man or a Hindoo, the evidences, historical and other- 
| wise, on which our Christian doctrine is founded ? 

Sith. Are we not in deplorable want (as Mr. Muck- 
lewhame says) of godly ministers at home? If so, 
why send them abroad ? Are not our own citizens 
as well ‘vorth saving as the Otaheitans ? 

oth. Are not our women more respectably found 
at their own homes in the evening, than gadding 
after prayer meetings twice or thrice a week? If 
the husband should, in such case, indulge at a tav- 
ern, would the wife have a right to complain ? 

7th. Had not the parsons better convert the men’ 
first, and then the women ? 

8th. Is it right and honest to govern a family by 
getting un ascendency over the females of it ? 

9th. My neighbor, the attorney, says the string of 
begging missionaries which pesters us is a legal nui- ° 
sance, that are in Jaw, men Without visible occupa: 
tions, vagtants, and sturdy beggars. Are they so ? 

10th. When is the bill to be moved for, that is to 
enact a church establishment and a tithe system ? 

I am, Mr. Printer, your humble servant, 
TIMOTHY LOGHEAP. 


————— 














DIED, 


In this town, 28th ult. Mr. Thomas Crapon, aged 
30 years. 

On the 29th ait. Charles Augustus, aged 4 years, 
only son of Mr. Nathan Hawes. 

On the 30th ult. Mrs. Mary Westcott, widow of 
the late Capt. Samuel Westcott, in the 76th year of 
her age. i 

On Tuesday last, Mr: Benjamin Addison, in the 
42d year of his age. 

On Tuesday last, after a short illness, Mr. Jonas 
Hubbaril, aged 45. © . 

In Nantucket, 24th ult. William Pitt, only child 
of Rev. William Morse, aged 3 months. 

O ! what ean sooth a parent’s grief, 

Or check the falling, bitter tear ; 

Or what can give the heart relief, 

When death arrests an infant dear ? 

Methitks *tis Hope—she bids me fly 

To Thee, my God, who’rt-ever nigh : 

She points to realms beyond4he grave, 

Where Thou alone, hast power to save. 

Into thine armis, O God 

I now resign him up to Thee, 

Reposing in thy boundless love, 

For life—to all eternity. . 

Cease then my soul, O cease to mourn, 

To me he never can return ; 





Pcace to my troubled breast—be still ' 
Jehovah tock him at his will. 








